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and is now depending, about the 
preaching up Paffive-Obedience and 
Non-Refiftance by Dr. Sacheverel, I ob- 
ferve, Abundance of Peoplepleafethemfelves 
to quote my Lords, the Bifhops, now in Be- 
ing, and the famous Writings of fome of 
the aft Bifhops of this Church, who are 
Dead, io which this Do@rine has been ju- 
ftify’d and preach’d up to the World; and 
to make this the more invidious, we have 
Advertifements daily publith’d of Books — 
Seeiet Sccacas, by which they inf, the 
out mone, which they fay, 
ine of LeSshormec ene ae 
_ Obedience was recogniz’ t 
_ Reverend the Bifhops, Gs. aad add their 


I: the mighty Conteft that has been, 


Names, to encreafe, as they think, the Au- 
thority of the Thing. 

Now, as we have fufficient Arguments 
againft the Doftrine it felf, to prere it ab- 
ford and ridiculous, fuchasare drawn from 
Reafon, Cuftom, Univerfal Prafice, and 
the Law of Nations ; and to prove it ine 
confiftent with our Confticution—Such as 
Aéts of Parliament, Claims of Right, Re- 
volution, Foreign Armies cail’d in, ee 
So, Gentlemen, thefe Things merit oo 
Anfzer—The Caufe is not concern’d in the 
Queftion, who was or was wot of that Oni- 
nion, who did or did not write for it— 
Queftion is fhort——— Is it a Dodrine fit to 
be preach’d, or is it not ? — Is it contrary 
to our Fandamentals, or isi¢ net ? aan 
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Is it condemn’d and exploded by the pre- 


fent Settlement, or. is<it not? If thefe. 


Things are the Subftance of the Cafe ia 
hand, then printing the Opinions of the 
prefent Reverend Bifbops is only.a mali- 
Cious Defign of expofing them to the Con- 
tenipt of the World, as Men that now con- 
demn what they once taught and defended 
themfelves. 

As to the Argument, it gives them not 
one Inch of Advantages for if ten Thou- 
fand Bifhops and Doétors had taught it, if 
all the HomiliesSof the Church’ were on its 
Side, if twenty Ages had praétis’d it—Yet 
if it be aggiaft the Laws of GOD, Nature, 
and the Nation, if it be abfurd in it (elf, 
and what Mah neither can or ought to fub- 
mit to, all that can be faid of thofe Right 
Reverend Fathers, is, that they were then 
miftaken—Nor are theirLordfhips without a 
jut Detence too, if } may be aBow’d to take 
up that Point, J mean, Defence againft the 
Reproach, whether they bave any Defence 
fow-she, Fad or no, (Viz.) That having by 
twenty Years contrary Pra@tice déclar’d 
egainft the Thing, aad Peas fufficient 
Teftimony of their being of another Opi- 
nion, and of their haviog-chang’d their 
Thoughts, it is very unjuft to reproach 
them with the Miftakes of thofe Times. 

It is no Difhonour for any Man, be bis 
Dignity or Reputation for Wifdom ever fo 
great, to acknowledge himfelf miftaken, 
when he falls into an Error 3 it would be 
much more a Difhonour to continue in that 
€rror, obftinately defending and e{poufing 
it: And here, I think, lies the Specifick 
Difference of -our piefent Parties among 
the ‘Clergy, whether Bifhops or others, 
(Viz.) That fome having been drawn in to 
the. Error, have, like wife Men and 
@ien of Hoawonr, upon ciearee Light 
and better Information, retrated that Er- 
ror, and téfify'd it by acomtrary Pradtice ; 
and thé other continue ‘blind, harden’d, 
aod obfinate in a MiRake. 

And ifthis bea Scandal upon our Bithaps, 
that they were once of the Opinion 
of Dr. Sacheveréll, thea is it a Repreach 
upon afl our Martyrs and Reformers, that 
they were once Popifh——— And jaft ia 
the fame Manser you may defend the 


Doétrines of Rome from the Writings and 
Sermons, even of thofe Men who burnt at 
a Stake afterwards for the Reformation, 
{uch as Bilney, Tindal, Frith, Cranmer, @c. 
But it is written of thef¢ Men to their Bter- 
nal Honour, that they were miftaken, but 
being better inform’d, thev forfook their 
Errox—And that Scripture may be apply’d 
to both Cafes, Once were ye Darkne/s, but 
now are ye Ligitin rie Lord, 

What forry Shiftings are thefe Non- 
Refiftance Men driven tv. nat would ju- 
ftifie. their Canfe, becaufe fuch and fuch 
Men were once for jt—= Shai! Vatk them. 
ie ae two i Do ye, Gentlemen, 
in this reckon my Lords, the Bitheps 
wife Men or Rees : ie: 


If you will fay F——s, then you cannot 
sbropofe them to any. Body for Imita- 

ion. 

If you will fay they are wife Men, then - 
their having forfaken this Opinion of 
yours, it will not be for the Honour 
of the Opinion to fay, that wife Men 
were once of your Opinion, but have 
chang’d their Mind. 


This, I thought, could not be an im- 
proper Note, lince I fee fome People 
mighty fond of tig new Method of Ar- 
guing; I think verily, it makes agaiaft 
them in Argument, tho’ at the fame time 
it fhows very little Refpeé to the dignify’d 
Clergy-——— What they can gather from it, 
I cannot imagine ——But a Reproach ppoh 
the Bifhops, that they were once in an Er- 
fore And it may very readily be anfwerid 
to them, that. if their Lordthips were of 
that Opiaion once—Then their Lordhhips 
were miftaken once~— And whatthen ?— 
Had their Lordthips contion’d in that Mi- 
ftake, as thefe People have doar... The 
Scandal had fluck to them, as it does to 
thefee—mmer But as their Lordhips, being 
beter iaform’d, came off from that Mi- 
fake, and have'for twenty Years by a cone 
trary Praftice evidenc’d their Sincerity, 
zad that they are convint'd ofthe Miftake ; 
"tis invidious to recite the Opinion they 
have forfaken, and ferves the Gentlemen 
tono Badat al), but co bring the Authori- 

ty 
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ty of my Lords, the Bithops, againft them, 
who having been of their Opinion, in the 
Days whea Court*Delufions prevait’d, have 

*d the Convi@ion of their Confciences, 
and come off from the Miftakes they were 
formerly guilty of. 

Mtbde=d chia Coaverfion of the Nation 
from the Delafions of Tyranny was owing 
to the Revolutions then it was, we firft 
faw the Vaiue of Liberty, and the Right 
we had to it by the Laws both of Nature 
and the Nativn, and che afferting chat 
Right brought dhe Revolution to pale: 
Whoever he be, that now pretends to affere 
again this abdicated Dorin, he flies in 
the.Fate of the Revolutions tis no Mat- 
‘ser what we were before, or what any 
Man’s Opinion was before, be he Bifhop of 
what he will, we ace all of another Mind 
now, and have been fo for twenty Years; 
and a Praétice of twenty Years, contradi&- 
ing a former Opinion, in any rea 
fonable Man’s Judgment atone for Miftakes 
committed fo long ago, 

The Do@rine, that has been advanc’d 
by the late Sermon of Dr. Sccbevere, is of 
that Confequence, that ceally I fee no 


Acdium between abfolate Bondage, and 
an effeGust Cenfure of it; either this 
Do@rine muft fal, or the Conftitution 
muft fink 5 either Refiftance is lawfal, or 
the prefent Foundation is blown up, and 
the Government we have fettled is a Ufur- 

ation ; And we may thank the DoGor for 

inging Things to this Neceffity, That 
the Government maft be recogniz’d, and 
this Do€trine blafted and overthrown ; or 
this Do&rine being recogniz'd, the prefeat 
Conftitation muftfafl to the Ground, and 
be acknowledg’d a rebellious Iavafion upoa 
a Divine Original Right of another ——— 
‘And methinks the Gentlemen that pretend 
to fay, the Parliament would drop this 
Profecution, and make ties of it, might 
confider, that the Reverend Door has 
oblig’d them to purfue it, and they 
cannot fhow him any Favour 3 fince, if the 
Houfe fhould flack their Hand in the 
effe&ual Profecution of this Monfter, they 
erect their own Deftroyer, and give the 
Party fuch a Lift, that as they are sree 
ipfolent enough, they would foon infalt 
the Parliament it felf, as they ‘now do the 
whole Nation, 


MiscELLANEA. 


NE Word more for poor Iafolvents 
now, and a Bleffing be upon all thole 

that give them a Hand ora Vote in their 
Diftreis, 20 deliver she Miferatle from the 
Hand of the Oppreffor —-We are a Nation 


of Liberty, and it (cems hard, that no Re- 


‘mains of Tyranny are co be feen among us, 
‘but that of the Creditor over the Debtors 
and this rages to a terrible Extremity. 

And yet miftake me not ; 1am not plead- 
ing fora Liberty to Frands,and Eacour 
ment to. Men to. turn, Bankeupts, Dp 
forbid! 1-only argue, that the Meafares.of 
Panifhment apon Ly Perfon ieee 
when ft-can legally appear, thar he is re- 
ally acd bone fide unable to Pa thould 
not be in the Breaft of the Credicor, but 
jn the Breaft of the Law, thatis, of the 
Judges and Magiftrates, with whom the 
Execution of the Law is.entrufted. 


" But for the prefent it is otherwife ; The 
Efcape-Warrant commits thePrifoner with- 
out Bail, at the meer Mercy of the Debtor ; 
and tho’ he fhould not have Bread toeat,yet 
he may commit+im for Lite—and he fhall 
never come out, but as the cruel Creditor 
a to dirett———. Again, the Jate A@ 

or Bankrupts leaves the Debtor in the 
Hand of the Creditor, he muft furrender 
upon Oath all his Bffeéts, and is liable to be 
hang’d if he does not; yet he thall bave no 
Difcharge, unlefs Foor Fifth Parts of the 
Creditors comply to cértifie for him. = 

Afl thefe Ciccymftances leave the Life of 
the Debtor in the Hand.of the Creditors 
and methinks there is fomewhat ia that, 
which fhocks and joftles fo @ith the Word 


Englifo Liberty, that it looké, as if the 
Debtor, immediately upon his grior 
e 
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folvent, became divefted of all his Birth- 
Right or Claim to the Title of a Subjré, 
and was actually out-law’d, and left likea 
wild Creature, at the Mercy of the next 
Pack of Hounds that came in his Way. 

Thefe are the Grievances_—. Let the 
Law determine, how far a Creditor fha! 
extend his Revenge ; let the Magi(trate 
fay, how much he fhall torture and affiia. 
But to leave him to hisMercy, isto throw him 
to the Lions. MAN is naturally the worft 
Beaft of Prey, for he will devour when he 
is not hungry, and he preys upon his own 
Kind 3 and both thefe the wild Beafts will 
not do The Nature of Man, unre- 
ftrain’d by GOD’s Grace, is voracious and 
¢ruel; Mercy is not in his Temper, it muft 
come by Infufion afterwards—But Wrath, 
Strife, Revenge, Paffion, and Cruelty to 
his Fellow-Creatures in his Power, is fo 
much the Bent of Man’s Inclination, that 
really he ought not to be trufted with 
Power to devour his Neighbour. 

This makes me condole the Miferies and 
Diftreffes of Families, who groan under the 
Barbarities of Creditors And really, 
were I tofpeak to the moft furious Credi- 
tor, I would afk, What do you generally 
make of your barbarous Purfuie cf mifera- 
ble Men? —— What Gain to you by the 
Bones of thofe you ftarve in Gaol, or what 
Produce of the rejecting the beft Offers a 
Man can make? Would the Crediters of 
Mr. Pitkin tell us, what they have got by 
all their furious Proceedings againft Mr. 
Brerewood, atter a faic Capitulation fign’d 
and executed, and the Conditions per- 
form’d After all their Breaches of 


Truce, Breaches of Promife, Breaches of . 


Contraés, refunding of Money disburs’d, 
and paying back to them Money given for 
ferving them— What are they doing now, 
but a mean, bale, refle@ing upon one an- 
other ?— It was not, it was Mr. W—r— 
I would not have done ic, but Mr. W—r 
would have me duit, Avother, JI never 
expe&ed any thing; Another, I was very 
well (atisfy’d with 8s. 6d. per Pound, but 
Mr. ~~ 7 (aid there was a great Deal 
more to be had, and promis’d us Moun- 
tains — And now Ridiculus Mus ! —- 


Let them fell us, if they have not fpent 
2000). out of their 8 s, 6d. and how mu 
they are like to get by the Bargain. Whe- 
ther will Fury lead Mankind, when he has 
his Neighbour in his Power? How many 
Families have thefe Gentlemen ruin’d, and 
not gain’d a Peny only obtain’d the Pleafure 
of Rc venge at the Price of 20co}. Expence 
to add to their former Lofs? 

{ cannot but liken Mr. Pitkin’s Creditors 
te che King of 5 n When the Wat 
begun, he was injur’d, and GOD blefs’d 
him with Succefs 5 but when, not fatisfy’d 
with that, he facrifiz’d General Paskul), 
and pufh’d on at ruiniag Kingdoms, and in- 
vading the Right of others, his Succefs 
forfook him with the Juftice of his Caufe, 
and he came off with Difhoaour-———__, 
Let thofe apply the Story to whom the 
Parallel belongs. 
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This Day is Publifh’d, 

‘THE Monthly Mifcellany, or Memoirs 

for the Curious, for the Month of 
Fuly, 1709, Vol.III. Containing, Brief 
Directions for making and preterving 
Collections of all Natural Curiofities. 
De Scarabews Anglicans ; or a brief Ac- 
count of divers Sorts of Evglifh Beetles, 
Cochineel Beetles or Lady-Cows. Mo- 
nachi or Monk-Beetles. Scarahzi An- 
tennts Geniculaté, Beetles wirh joynted 
Horns, Capricorni or Goat Chaffers, 
Bupreftes or’ Burn-Cows. Beetles as 
have no Tranfparent or Membranaceous 
Wings under their Sheatns. Of Affa- 
rance of our Election. A Holy Life the 
beft Evidence of Ele@tion. CGonclufion 
by Way of Application, Gazophylaciz 
Nature Arts, Decades Quinque, &e. 
LONDON: Printed for ¥. Woodward, 
in St. Chriftopher's Church-Yard, Thread« 
needle-ftreet , and F. Morphew near Sta- 
tioners-Hall, 
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